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INTRODUCTION 


One of the purposes of the Social Planning and Research 
Council of Hamilton and District is to work with socio-economic 
statistics to study the severity and location of different "problems" 
in the Hamilton area. In this role we have accumulated a large number 
of these statistics and receive frequent requests from citizens and 


other agencies for this information. 


In this publication, we have attempted to present the most 
frequently requested information and present it in the form of maps. 
This project was funded by the Federal Ministry of the Secretary of 
State to further their purpose of making information available to 
citizens so that they might participate more fully in matters of 


concern to them. 


The most complete source for socio-economic statistics is the 
National Census. Unfortunately the most recent Census from which data 
is available was done in 1971. We are forced, however, to use this 
information for our presentation of unemployment and single-parent 


families as well as our discussion of social zones in the city. 


In utilizing this Census Data there is very little doubt that 
the numbers have changed since 1971. However, the distribution has 
probably not changed very much. Thus, an area which had an above 
average concentration of unemployment in 1971 probably still has an 
above average concentration today, even though the actual rates may 


have changed. 
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As far as possible we have attempted to utilize the most 
recent statistics available. In doing this, we have used a number of 
different sources - 

The Board of Education 

The City Planning Department 
The Regional Police 

The Real Estate Board 


McMaster University 


This publication will be updated and expanded as more 


statistics become available. 


The statistical information presented in this report is 


available for individual study areas. 


If you wish either specific data or future report copies, 


at cost, please notify the Social Planning and Research Council office. 
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Selection of Study Areas: 


To adequately present available census, assessment, and other 
data, it was necessary to graphically display them in a manner most 


relevant to the Hamilton area. 


Utilization of 1971 Statistics Canada Census material required 
using Census Tracts, (see Map I). The City of Hamilton presents its 
data in neighbourhood units, developed by the City Planning and Develop- 
ment Department in 1974, (see Map II). By combining these two data units, 


new study areas were developed which are displayed on Map III. 


In most instances, Census Tracts have been placed into one 
neighbourhood unit to form a Study Area. For example, Census Tracts 
51 and 61 combine to form the boundaries of the Gibson neighbourhood, 
(see Maps I, II, and III). This neighbourhood then is the Study Area. 
However, in some cases this proved to be unfeasible. Therefore several 
Census Tracts may have been combined with several neighbourhood units 
to form one Study Area. This Study Area does not infringe on surrounding 


neighbourhood units. 


One such Study Area, in the west end of Hamilton is a 
combination of two City Planning neighbourhood units - Kirkendall North 
and Kirkendall South. This was necessitated because it was broken into 
four Census Tracts - 17, 40, 41, and 42 with interior boundaries which 
did not coincide with the divisional boundaries of the two City Planning 


neighbourhood units. Thus, one large Study Area had to be formed. 
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CENSUS TRACTS OF THE HAMILTON 
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Age Groups — 1975 


The percentage of the area population in three different 


age groups are presented on the next three maps. 


The highest concentrations of pre-school children tend to 
be in the north, east and south ends of the Ciuy. This 18 also 
generally true of school aged children. Senior citizens, on the other 


hand, tended to be more concentrated in the central areas of the city. 


This shows the tendency for families with children at home 
to live in the outer areas of the city while senior citizens are more 


apt to live in central areas. 
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Future Population; 


The first map, entitled "Capacity Population" shows the 


areas of the city in which capacity populations heve been reached. 


This means that the population in these areas is likely to remain 


in the future and undergo very little growth. 


In order for the population to grow, new dwellings must 
built and this cannot happen until the land is "serviced" - i.e., 
water supply, roeds, sewage disposal, etc. The plans of the City 
servicing outlying areas are presented in the second map entitled 
"Simplified Staging of Development". These plans are, of course, 


to change. 


stable 


subject 


The southwest corner of the city, which is shaded in light 


blue is not likely to be serviced until after 1980. Thus, rapid 


population growth will probably not occur in that area for some years. 
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Housing Sales - 1976 


This information, which was obtained from the Hamilton & 
District Real Estate Board shows the number of dwellings sold and the 


average selling price for 1976. 


In general the cheapest available housing was in the Bay 


front area and the most expensive was above the escarpment. 


The geographical areas used on this map reflects the areas 


used by the Real Estate Board. 
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Ynemployment ~ 1971 


The male and female unemployment information is presented in 
both totals and rates. The total simply indicates the number of 
unemployed persons - i.e., the number of people who were looking for 


a job but did not have one. 


The "unemployment rate" expresses this total as a percent 
of the total labour force in the area. The "labour force" is defined 
as all persons who are either working or looking for work. Thus, if 
an area has 100 males who are cither working or looking for work then 
100 is the size of the labour force in that area. If 10 of these 
people are in the latter category - looking for work but presently 


unemployed - then the unemployment rate for that area is 10%. 


An inspection of the maps shows that most of the unemployment 


in Hamilton, both in terms of totals and rates, is below the escarpment. 
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Single-Parent Families - 1971 


The most recent count of single-parents in Hamilton is for 


the year 1971 when the National Census was carried out. 


The first map shows the distribution of single-parent families 
across the city. There was an obvious concentration below the escarpment. 
The white, unshaded areas are those which had a less than average number 


of single-parents. 


These totals were then transformed into "rates" by calculating 
the number of single-parents as a percentage of all the families in the 
area. This takes into account the fact that heavily populated areas are 
more likely to have more single-parent families simply because there are 


more people living there. 


The second map shows that the highest rates were concentrated 


in the downtown area. 
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Mental Health Clients -— 1975 


A mental health out-patient is someone who receives help 
from an institution but is not actually admitted. An in-patient, on 
the other hand, is someone who is admitted into an institution. The 
data used for these maps was taken from a study done by Dr. Michael 
Dear of the Dept. of Geography at McMaster University. The rates 
indicate the number of clients per 1,000 population living in the 
area. Thus the areas with the highest rates had the highest proportion 


of their population being treated for mental health related problems. 


The areas with the highest out-patient rates tended to be 
the downtown area west of Sherman, the waterfront area, the east end 


below the escarpment and the south end above the escarpment. 


The areas with the highest in-patient rates tended to be 
north of Main and around James Street. Again the east end of the city 
was moderately high, as was the west end of the escarpment. The 


Westdale area was also moderatly high. 
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Crime - 1976 

In 1976, there were a total of 49,235 criminal offences 
recroded for the jurisdictional area of the Hamilton-Wentworth Police. 
About 20% of these offences took place in the area bounded by Wellington 
and Queen. This is the major commercial area of the city and, thus, 
crimes such as robbery or breaking and entering are most likely to 


occur in this area. 


In general, the heaviest concentration of offences was below 


the escarpment. 


Juveniles: 


The map entitled "Juvenile Offenders" presents the residence 
of the offender and not the place of the occurrence of the offence. 
The heaviest concentration was in the area between the C.N.R. track 
and the escarpment bordered by Redhill Creek on the east and Wellington 
on the west. This area accounted for approximately a third of the 


offenders. 
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Vandalism in Schools - 1976 
The maps present the dollar costs of vandalism to all the 


elementary and secondary schools in the city. 


Among the elementary schools, the vandalism costs appear 


to be distributed throughout the city. 


In the secondary schools the highest vandalism costs appear 
to occur above the escarpment. Of the 8 schools in that area, five 


were in the highest cost range. 
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Social Zones - 1971 

The 1971 Census presents a wide variety of statistics for 
the City of Hamilton. We have attempted to use a statistical procedure 
called "factor analysis" to examine how these individual statistics 
cluster together. For example, if an area has a large supply of cheap 
housing we would expect people of limited incomes to live in that aree. 
In our society the unemployed, single-parents and people on fixed 
pensions, such as senior citizens, tend to have limited incomes. Thus, 
an area with cheap housing could also be expected to have low incomes, 
a high incidence of unemployment, single-parents and seniors. These 


statistics, then, "cluster" together. 


When the clusters were identified the four major ones were 
used to identify social zones in the city. These social zones are 


presented on the accompanying map. 


zone [3 


This area, which runs along the bayfront, was characterized 
by the following attributes: 

ee high unemployment 

(2) high percentage of single-parent families 

(3) high percentage of immigrants 


(4) high percentage of senior citizens 
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(5) low family incomes 
(6) cheap housing 
(7) higher percentage of employment in manufacturing 


industries. 


Zone II: 


The area was similar to Zone I, although incomes were slightly 
higher and housing was somewhat more expensive. The major difference 
was in employment. Zone II had a higher rate of employment in the 


Community Business and Personal Service industries and less in manufacturing. 


The area also had a higher rate of single-parents. Almost a 


quarter of the families in the area were headed by only l-parent. 


Zone Iii: 


This area was the opposite of Zone I and it covered the west 
and south sections of the city, as well as the escarpment brow. Family 
incomes were high and housing was expensive. The rate of unemployment 
was low as was the incidence of single-parents, senior citizens and 


immigrants. 


This area had the lowest rate of employment in manufacturing 


and the highest rate in community business and personal service industries. 


i) 7 


 , ee 


(ah at x Lt mat Ou 
gnigued uneds 
givin tthe 2 Foams FS oyndacoing teAtghd 

sen bttentot 


- 
a 
_ 
~“ 
_ weedellé oaae Menoons Sguodtia .f em © 62: ebass Cav ATS. att - 7 


aa 
; re westip Tole she nyjwrmeree gto Jafwawoe Ge anzeoad fas sodigit 
tm to otis tollytdes bart TY ett » .tesmayeleme me 


erisueswiner ot sant tie sabrtauiak sive (naoexoT bers neoniewd yt at 
4.28 Hig 4 5 L : 


a 


a 


- 
a 


1 solgid © bet cake sotoedt 


an i? ee e pen: LE : ae 


af yen eto. err add at eolitem’s oft i <=sd18u0. - 


= 


— 
, 4 
; tev nile ieseved #2 bao 4 nite ‘%o ghiscys cy: Saw Sein okt 
a ; ; a 
| +» U how'tl ward trawYiaray od 89 2Alwoen yata atid 18 eeabtoun diwon bie 
7 | - . : 
| rcomcola ; ““ r whoomese eaw goiarmut toes doce ermw spaneetk - 
v PAA “ie ; 
mt lwke aoa .Woietogeelgake “bo sctebicnt ony SP¥ 26 WO Wy 
. testR- 
oe 
, shame! wr thoeel odd bed ooda oid . 
wit ' re re BTV i) fete \ 7 - 
< = 
7 iit Pa | LG oq tin B: on 40 berms gt odnt d yaatg art ont 


Zone IV: 


This area, which covered the east end of the city and a 
portion of the escarpment was similar to Zone III. Incomes were 
slightly lower and housing was slightly cheaper. The rate of unemploy- 


ment, single-parents and seniors was slightly higher. 


The major difference was in employment. This area had a 
much higher rate of employment in manufacturing and less in community 


business and personal service. 


The summary statistics for these areas are presented in 


the table which follows the map. 
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